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Prepared by David Stem 


EQUIPMENT TEST REPORTS 
(Hirsch-Houck Laboratories) 


Amplifiers and Preamplifiers 

Audio Dynamics CA-2000E (integrated), 
Oct. 37 

dbx CX1 (preamplifier) and BX1 (power), 
Mar. 29 


Denon PMA-1520 (integrated), Jul. 33 

Marantz PM-74D (integrated), Aug. 37 

Nakamichi CA-SA II (preamplifier), Apr. 41 

Proton D1 150 (power), Jun. 6 

PS Audio !00C (power), Oct. 42 

Sharp Optonica SM-A75 (integrated), 
Nov. 65 

Sony TA-E77ESD (preamplifier), Jan. 43 

Soundcraftsmen Pro-Control Four 
(preamplifier), Jul. 45 

Soundstream DA-1 (power) and C-1 
(preamplifier), Nov. 48 

Technics SU-V90D (integrated), Dec. 60 


Audio/Video Equipment 
NEC PLD-910 surround-sound processor, 


Oct. 48 
Onkyo TX-SV7M receiver, May 50 


Car Stereo 
Concord CX70 (Hirsch and or > May 30 
Pioneer KEX-M700 and CDX-M 
(Hirsch and Pohimann), Jun. ‘s. 
Sony CDX-A20/RM-X2 (Hirsch and 
Pohimann), Jul. 23 


Cassette Decks (Stark) 
Harman Kardon CD941, Mar. 52 
Nakamichi Dragon, Mar. 52 


Compact Disc Players 

Akai CD-93B, Aug. 31 

JVC XL-V550, Apr. 27 

Kyocera DA-310cx, Feb. 51 
Mitsubishi DP-311R, Feb. 36 

NAD Model 5170, Nov. 41 

Philips CD960, May 43 

Revox B226 Signature, Jun. 68 

SAE D102, Apr. 36 

Sansui CD-X901, Jan. 29 

Sharp SA-CD800 CDver, Jan. 65 
Sony CDP-CISESD, Dec. 49 
Soundcraftsmen Pro-CD750, Sep. 46 
Van Alstine Transcendence, Mar. 41 


Digital Audio Tape Decks 

Harman Kardon Citation Twenty-Six, 
Aug. 44 

Luxman KD-117, Jun. 56 

Sony TCD-D10 (Stark), Oct. 68 

Technics SV-MD1 (Stark), Oct. 68 


Phono Cartridges 
Audio-Technica J ATI60ML, Jan. 74 





Denon DL-160, Jan. 74 
Kiseki Purplicheart, Jan. 74 
Ortofon X5-MC, Jan. 74 
Shure VST III, May 55 
Signet MRS5.0ml, Jan. 74 


Receivers 

Harman Kardon hk880 Vxi, Dec. 39 
Kenwood KR-V127R, Sep. 33 
Luxman R-115, Feb. 45 

Onkyo TX-SV7M, May 50 

Sharp SA-CD800 CDver, Jan. 65 





Speaker Systems 

a/d/s/ CMS, Jul. 41 

Allison Acoustics IC20, May 45 

Axiom AX-5, Aug. 42 

Boston Acoustics Model 360, Sep. 53 

Cambridge SoundWorks Ensemble, Sep. 38 

Dahiquist DQ-20, Jun. 52 

Klipsch Chorus, Feb. 39 

Koss M/100 Plus, Oct. 39 

Linn Nexus, Jul. 47 

Magnat Magnasphere Nova, Apr. 30 

MB Quart 390, May 58 

Monitor Audio R452/MD, Oct. 31 

NHT Model | and Octave Bass Module, 
Nov. 58 

Ohm Sound Cylinder, Jan. 39 

Pinnacle PN5+, Jan. 69 

Polk Audio SDA-SRS 2.3, Nov. 43 

Recoton Wireless 100, Apr. 44 

Sonance Model IV, Dec. 70 

Synthesis LM210, Dec. 44 

Velodyne ULD-12 subwoofer, Mar. 46 


Other Equipment 

Audio Dynamics T-200 tuner, Apr. 49 

NAD Model 1700 preamplifier/tuner, 
Jun. 47 


USER’S EVALUATION 
Blaupunkt PSA-108 Parametric Sound 
Amplifier (Vizard), Apr. 20 


THE HIGH END (Hodges) 
Showtimes, Jan. 176 

Gremlins, Feb. 208 

Subwoofers and Woofersnappers, Mar. 112 
Nakamichi-shi, Apr. 119 

Cassette Redux, May i28 

Getting It Fixed, Jun. 158 

Sony Seminars, Jul. 120 

Your Basic Blank Check, Aug. 104 
More on Movie Sound, Sep. 127 
The Phantom of the Organ, Oct. 136 
$10,000 Home Movies, Nov. 160 
The Economics of Hi-Fi, Dec. 176 


TECHNICAL TALK (Hirsch) 

To Stack or Not to Stack, Jan. 23 

System Compatibility Problems, Feb. 34 
Amplifier Classes, Mar. 24 

Surrounded by Sound, Apr. 23 

Car Stereo: What Price Progress?, May 39 








Amplifier Specs: Damping and Slew Factors, 
Jun. 

“Fasi Bass” and Fast Fourier Transforms, 
Jul. 28 

What Product Reviews Can't Tell You, 
Aug. 24 

Guessing Games, Sep. 27 

A New Measurement System at Hirsch- 
Houck Labs, Oct. 26 

Are “Separates” the Best Choice for You?, 
Nov. 34 

Waiting for DAT?, Dec. 33 


TECHNICAL FEATURES 

Accessories (Seligman), Jan. 82 

American Audio Companies (Smolen and 
Lazarus), Jun. 93 

American Audio Today and Tomorrow 
(Livingstone), Jun. 76 

Blank Tape Buying Guide (Burton and 
staff), Mar. 73 

Car Stereo: Manufacturers Directory (staff), 
May 76; also see Head of the Class and 
Sensational Drivers 

Cassette Decks: Five Top Tape Decks 
(Stark), Mar. 52; Buying Guide (Lazarus 
and Weinberg), May 81; The New 
Generation (Stark), Nov. 81 

CD Players: Choosing a (Masters). Mar. 79; 
Portables (Smolen), Jul. 71; How to Buy a 
(Pohlmann), Oct. 56; Can You Hear the 
Difference? (Pohimann), Dec. 76 

CES Show Stoppers, Apr. 55 (Burton), Sep. 
71 (staff) 

DAT Portables _ Sony and Technics 
(Stark), Oct. 6 

The Digital atten (Masters), Oct. 65 

Digital Sound Processors—see Magic Space 

East to West: Japanese Manufacturing in 
U.S. (Berger), Jul. 65 

Equipment Buying Guide (Burton and staff), 
Feb. 91 

Europe, the Sound of (Berger), Aug. 48 

Feelin’ Groovy: Five Top Phono Cartridges 
iHirsch), Jan. 74 

Guaranteed for the Future (Berger), Oct. 72 

Kead of the Class (Smolen), May 65 

Hi-Fi VCR’s Buying Guide (Wolfe and 
staff), Apr. 70 

Holiday Loot (Livingstone), Dec. 103 

Japan: A Speciai Report (Harrell), Jul. 52 

Listening Tests—see CD Players 

Magic Space: Yamaha and Lexicon Digital 
Sound Processors (Meyer), Aug. 60 

Music Everywhere: Whole-House Remote 
Control (Warren), Nov. 88 

North of the Border: Canadian Audio 
(Masters), Jun. 90 

Phono Cartridges—see Feelin’ Groovy 

Rodrigues Contest, Jan. 20, Jul, 20 

Roll "Em: Sophisticated’ Sound for Home 
Videos (Masters), Apr. 60 

Sensational Drivers (Masters), May 70 

Separates (Gillett), Nov. 74 

The Signal Path (Stark), Jan. 97 
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Sound Finance (Smolen), Jun. 102 

Speaker Science (Masters), Sep. 58 

Speakers for Video (Smolen), Apr. 65 

Subwoofers (Gillett), Sep. 65 

Systems: Jan. 80 (Wolfe), Feb. 88 (Burton), 
Oct. 80 (Lazarus), Nov. 102 (Day), Dec. 
92 (Day) 

Tape Systems (Burton, Wolfe, Smolen), 
Mar. 66 

Useful Noise (Ferstler), Dec. 86 

Video Basics (Wolfe), Mar. 18, May 24 

Video Sound—see Roll "Em 

Video Speakers—see Speakers for Video 

Whole-House Remote Control—see Music 
Everywhere 


BEST RECORDINGS OF THE MONTH 

Popular 

The Broadcasters: 13 Ghosts, Me: 88 

Chapman, Tracy, Aug. 71 

Cinderella: Long Cold Winter, Nov. 107 

Cohen, Leonard: /’m Your Afan, Aug. 72 

Ferry, Bryan: Béte Noire, Mar. 87 

Haggard, Merle: Chill Factor, Apr. 82 

Jones, Marti: Used Guitars, Sep. 82 

Lang, k.d.: Shadowland, Sep. 81 

Marsalis. Branford: Renaissance, Feb. 177 

Mitchell, Joni: Chalk Mark in a Rain 
Storm, Jul. 79 

O’Connor, Sinéad: The Lion and the Cobra, 
Apr. 81 

Oslin, K. T.: This Woman, Dec. 114 

Plant, Robert: Now and Zen, Jul. 80 

The Pogues: /f 1 Should Fall from Grace 
with God, May 95 

Robertson, Robbie, Feb. 180 

Siberry, Jane: The Walking, Jun. 112 

Springsteen, Bruce: Tunnel of Love, Jan. 126 

Sting: Nothing Like the Sun, Jan. 123 

Sure!, Al B.: Jn Effect Mode, G1. 90 

Talking Heads: Naked, Jun. 1}! 

Waits, Tom: Big Time, Dec. 113 

Wild Seeds: Mud, Lies & Shame, May 97 

Winwood, Steve: Roll with It, Oct. 89 

Yoakam, Dwight: Buenos Noches from a 
Lonely Room, Nov. 108 


Classical 

Bartok: Piano Concertos No. 1-3, other 
works for piano and orchestra, Jun. 111 

Beethoven: Symphony No. 9, Mar. 87 

Dvorak: Piano Trios Nos. 3 and 4, Oct. 92 

ives. iiolidays Symphony, The Unanswered 
Question, Central Park in the Dark, 

ov. 107 

Liszt: Piano Sonata in B Minor, Mephisto 
Waltz No. 1, La Campanella, Harmonies 
du soir, May 98 

Mahler: Symphony No. 2, Jun. 114; 
Symphony No. 2, Dec. 114 

Mendelssohn: Symphonies Nos. 3 and 4, 
Jul. 82; Songs Without Words, Aug. 71 

Mozart: Piano Concertos Nos. 15 and 22, 
Feb. 177; Piano Concerto No. 23 and 
Piano Sonata No. 13, Feb. 178 

Prokofiev: Romeo and Juliet, May 95 

Puccini: La Bohéme, Sep. 83 








Rachmaninoff: Piano Concerto No. 2, Aug. 
74; Chopin Ma Preludes, other 
piano works, Dec. 

Schubert: Last Piano estes (D. 958, 959, 
960), other piano works, Jul. 80; Piano 
Sonata in A Major (D. 959), Sep. 82 

Schumann: Piano Quartet and Piano 
Quintet, Jan. 128; Piano Sonata No. 2, 
Sep. 82 

Shostakovich: ie M Nos. 7 and 9, 
other works, Nov. 

Sibeiius: Symphuay No. 5 and Pohjola's 
Daughter, Jan. ! 26; Violin Concerto and 
Symphony No. 5, Oct. 90 

Tchaikovsky: Piano Concerto No. 1, 

Aug. 74 

Vaughan Williams: Symphony No. 2 and 
Tallis Fantasia, Apr. 82 

Wagner: Lohengrin, Apr. 84 


Levine, James: Berg, Webern, and 
Schoenberg, Mar. 89 


SPEAKING MY PIECE (Boundas) 
Collecting, Jan. 4 

Thirty, Feb. 10 

Globalization, Jun. 8 


MUSICAL FEATURES 

Adams: Nixon in China (Salzman), Oct. 128 

Albéniz: Iberia, Navarra, Suite espafiola 
(Freed), Nov. 133 

Alexander String Quartet: ae and 
Ravel quartets (Hall), Feb. 19 

Anderson, June, and Alfredo Rein Live 
from the Paris Opéra (Ackart), Dec. 145 

Atlantic Jazz Reissues (Albertson), Jan. 148 

Austin, Patti: The Real Me (Garland), 
Nov. 125 

Beethoven: Piano Concertos Nos. 1-5 
(Salzman), Sep. 108; also see Douglas and 
Shaw 

Berlin, Irving (Giddins), Feb. 76 

Berry, Chuck: Hail! Hail! Rock 'n’ Roll 
(Meredith), Jun. 149 

The Byrds: Never Before (Sime}s), Jun. 124 

Calling All Kids (Livingstone), Apr. 78 

Camper van Beethoven: Our Beloved 
Revolutionary Sweetheart (Simels), Sep. 91 

Center Stage: John Williams (Livingstone), 
Jul. 11 

Clapton, Eric: Crossroads (Simels), Jul. 88 

Connick, Harry, Jr. (Albertson), Nov. 130 

Debussy—see Alexander 

De Larrocha, Alicia—see Albéniz 

Delos Pocket Classics (Livingstone), 
Sep. 118 

Dolby, Thomas (Peel), Sep. 76 

Douglas, Barry: Beethoven's 
Hammerklavier Sonata and Andante 
favori (Freed), Oct. 117 

Dutilleux—see Stern 

Dvofak—see Cuarneri 

Farmer, Art: Surnething to Live For— 
The Music of Billy Strayhorn (Garland), 
Apr. 96 

Fauré: Violin Sonatas Nos. | and 2 (Freed), 
Jul. 99 

eat: oncord Jazz Festival (Albertson), 
Oct. 113 

Garfunkel, Art (Givens), Apr. 68 

Griffith, Nanci (Nash), Jun. 97 

Guarneri String Quartet: Dvofak Quartet 
No. 12 and Smetana Quartet No. | (Hall), 
Jun. 135 

Haggard, Merle, and Willie Nelson: 
Seashores of Old Mexico (Nash), Feb. 186 

Hall and Oates: Ooh Yeah! (Givens), Sep. 98 

Harrison, George: Cloud Nine (Simels), 
Mar. 91 

Hirschfeld’s Musicians, Oct. 83 

Hit List (Masters), Jan. 88 

Holiday Loot (Livingstone), Dec. 103 

Holst: The Planets (Hall), Sep. 107 

K., Tonio: Notes from the Lost Civilization 
(Simels), Apr. 87 

Khatchaturian: Piano Concerto, Masquerade 
and Gayne Suites (Hall), Jan. 160 

Kraus, Alfredo—see Anderson 





Kronos Quartet (Stearns), Dec. 96 

Lin, Cho-Liang (Elliott), Jul. 74 

Little Feat: Let It Roll (Givens), Dec. 119 

Live for Ireland (Peel), Nov. 128 

Lovett, Lyle: Pontiac (Nash), May 101 

Lowe, Nick: Pinker and Prouder than 
Previous (Simels), Jun. 121 

Mahler: Symphony No. 8 (Barter), Jan. 151 

Maxwell Davies—see Stern 

Mellencamp, John Cougar: The Lonesome 
Jubilee (Simels), Jan. 131 

Minnelli, Liza: At Carnegie Hall 
(Hemming), Jan. 137 

Morrissey: Viva Hate (Peel), Jul. 85 

Mozart—see Shaw 

Muti, Riccardo (Kupferberg), Oct. 62 

Near, Holly (Nash), Jan. 86 

Nelson, Willie—see Haggard 

New Grass Revival: Hold to a Dream 
(Nash), Jan. 142 

Ocean, Billy: Tear Down These Walls 
(Givens), Jul. 93 

Odetta: Movin’ It On (Garland), Mar. 94 

Parker, Graham (Givens), Aug. 58 

Pink Floyd (Ferrar), Mar. 63 

PolyGram: First Compact Disc Videos 
(Givens), Sep. 104; Videodisc Classics 
(Barter), Nov. 148 

Prince: Lovesexy (Givens), Aug. 7¢ 

Rattle, Simon: The azz Album (Freed), 
Mar. 97; interview (Kupferberg), May 78 

Ravel: Piano Works (Freed), May 111; also 
see Alexander 

Record of the Year Awards, Feb. 69 

Record Cataloging—see Hit List 

Reinhardt, Django: Diangologie/USA 
(Albertson), May 108 

Rhino “Lil Bit of Gold” CD-3’s (Givens), 
Aug. 84 

Rykodisc CD Sampler Offer (Livingstone), 
Jun. 19 

Schumann, Clara: Piano Concerto, Piano 
Trio, Violin Romances (Freed), Oct. 124 

Shaw, Robert: Beethoven's Missa Solemnis 
and Mozart's Mass in C Minor (Hall), 
Aug. 91 

Stow Boat (Salzman), Dec. 138 

Smetana—see Guarneri 

Smith, Patti: Dream of Life (Simels), 
Oct. 104 

The Smithereens (Simels), Nov. 98 

Springsteen, Bruce: Chimes of Freedom 
(Simels), Dec. 132 

Star Trek 1V (Meredith), Feb. 199 

Stern, Isaac: Dutilleux’s L Arbre des songes 
and Maxwell Davies’s Violin Concerto 
(Freed), Apr. 99 

Travis, Randy: Old 8 x 10 (Nash), Nov. 115 

Wagner: Parsifal (Ackart), May 113 

Wilde, Danny: Any Man's Hunger (Peel), 
Jun. 123 

Williams, John—see Center Stage 

Wilson, Brian (Simels), Oct. 101 

Yello: One Second (Peel), Feb. 183 

Zorn, John: Spillane (Peel), Apr. 92 
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